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any actual depression, still many points, which have been
noted, are so interesting that we shall mention some of
them more in detail.

TO FOLLOW CERTAIN TRACKS.

During the persistence of any type, two or three
successive cyclones have a remarkable tendency to follow
the same course. This, of course, is the natural product
of the fact that the path of a cyclone is determined by
the type of pressure in which it is formed. Sometimes
this path is entirely dictated by surrounding pressure;
but at other times local configuration of the land exercises
a most powerful directive influence.

For instance, in Great Britain, during the westerly
type, when the depressions are so far south as to cross
that island, the centres have a decided tendency to
traverse either the line of the Caledonian'Canal in Scotland,
or the low-lying ground which separates the valleys of
the Forth and Clyde. Both of these courses coincide
with what we may call lines of least resistance, for these
are the two easiest lines by which it is possible to cross
the mountainous districts of Scotland. Another well-
marked tendency of cyclone-centres is to hug the sea-
shore, rather than to strike inland. When a cyclone
comes up the English Channel, it often skirts the south
coast of England, and then moves more northward along
tibe east coast, rather than pass directly to the north-east
sfeioss the land. In like manner, large cyclones which
e&tie'ib from the Atlantic, when they meet the coast of
Norway, often hug the coast for several days, instead of